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Novel 3p-3d-4f heterospin systems have been obtained by employing [Cu2Ln]3+
cations and [Ni(mnt)2]q-anions as tectons. The nickel dithiolene species act either
as ligands towards the copper ions, or are found uncoordinated in the crystal
lattice. The anionic radicals are strongly antiferromagnetically coupled at low
temperatures as a consequence of their tendency to stack in the crystal,
regardless of their function, coordinated or uncoordinated, but their contribution
to the global magnetism is visible in the high-temperature regime.
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